
September 2019

T H E  V O I C E  O F  I N D E P E N D E N T  I N S U R A N C E  A G E N T S

I N S U R A N C E  S O L U T I O N S

CONVENTION
And Beyond



THE TORCH | SEPTEMBER 2019 1

The Latin American Association 
of Insurance Agencies (LAAIA),
founded in 1969, is an 
association of insurance 
professionals whose purpose 
is to protect the rights of its 
member for the benefit of the 
consumer through education, 
information, networking and 
active participation in the 
political environment and 
community service.
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Have you visited our Facebook group, 
available to members only? It is fun, 
easy, and a great place for encouragement, 

en-lightenment, and to celebrate our successes 
and events. We welcome your comments and 
suggestions. It’s another privi-lege of membership! 
Visit us at: 
Facebook.com/latinagents.
Facebook.com/Broward-LAAIA.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Jeremiah Perez PIAM, CPII
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PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE
Maria Fisk, AII, CPIA

 I am humbled, honored and privileged to assume the role 
of President. On my first month as President of LAAIA I would 
like to thank everyone who participated in this year’s annual 
convention. It was an honor and a privilege to serve as your 
convention chair, making it worthwhile for all our attendees 
and sponsors. I am deeply grateful to my predecessor, Jeremiah 
Perez, for his leadership and outstanding contributions. I also 
take this opportunity to welcome our new board of directors, 
who promise a memorable year for all. 
  As President, it will be my goal to serve all our members, 
at the professional level as well as the personal level. This is 
one of the reasons I implemented the LAAIA Education Scholarship 
Program.  I would like to increase education for our members, 
enabling the availability to acquire the necessary knowledge 
to become more competitive, provide guidance, and help all 
of you navigate the changing market of our industry. Creating 
strong leaders is the key to building a solid foundation, ensuring 
the success of our field. As one of these leaders, your ideas 
and active participation are welcomed in helping our organization 
meet its vision. Our board, staff, and leaders are excited for 
the successful and important work together!
 I look forward to meeting all of you at our next event 
September 4th!

INSPIRATIONAL CORNER
By Barry Sanders

“Surround yourself with people that lift you up when you are 
down. Surround yourself with people that walk next to you, 
and not in front of you. Surround yourself with those that make 
you want to be a better person! Surround yourself with love!”
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http://Facebook.com/Broward-LAAIA


THE TORCH | SEPTEMBER 2019 2

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/atlanta-monthly-meeting-at-maggianos-little-italy-tickets-70915063865
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UPCOMING 

NATIONAL 

Wednesday, September 18
Monthly Networking Meeting
Please join your Broward LAAIA officers and members at:
Plantation Preserve Golf Course & Club 
7050 West Broward Blvd.
Plantation, FL
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Sponsor: Braishfield 

Topic: How to prepare for the unseen 

           -Plantation Gas Explosion 

Click here to register >>

BROWARD 

Wednesday, September 11th

Save the Date Atlanta!
Imperial PFS® (IPFS) is the industry leader for premium financ-
ing for insureds, insurance agents and brokers in the United 
States and Puerto Rico. IPFS has a longstanding history of sup-
porting the LAAIA and its members and uniquely understand 
challenges independent agents face in the Atlanta market. 
They will explain how using premium financing tools can ben-
efit your agency’s growth.

Sponsor: Imperial PFS 

Speakers: Russ Bigwood and Shawn Diaz

11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

MAGGIANO’S LITTLE ITALY (BUCKHEAD)
3868 Peachtree Road
Atlanta, GA 30326

Click here to register >>

Wednesday, September 4th

Networking 2.0: The 4 steps to making 
powerful connections and attracting 
awesomeness when networking
Are you tired of repeating the same boring line when people 
ask you what you do? Does it feel stale and dull? And what is 
it like going to networking events? Tired of exchanging a ton of 
business cards and having the same old conversation?
Time to learn how to take the “work” out of networking and 
add in some fun and your own sauce!

Sponsor by: Caliber Collision and Enterprise

6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

CASA JUANCHO RESTAURANT
2436 SW 8th Street
Miami, FL 33135

To Register go to: https://cvent.me/lezrZ

https://www.blaaia.com/events/upcoming-events/event/45/September-Monthly-Meeting
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/atlanta-monthly-meeting-at-maggianos-little-italy-tickets-70915063865
https://cvent.me/lezrZ
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FABULOUS 
TURNOUT AT OUR 
SECOND EVENT 
IN ATLANTA!  

OUT & ABOUT

On August 14th we held our second Atlanta event 
at Maggiano’s, Buckhead. It was a great success! 
A very special thank you to all those who were 
in attendance, our speaker, and sponsor. We 
look forward to hosting our next event in Atlanta, 
Georgia, on September 11th, 2019.  We hope to 
see you there!  
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LAAIA CONVENTION
AT THE DIPLOMAT
Thank you to all of those who joined us for the 49th 
annual LAAIA convention at the Diplomat! From 
networking with like-minded individuals at the trade 
show to dancing the night away at the Metamorphosis 
dinner, the LAAIA convention continues to be a staple 
in the insurance community. A special thank you to 
all of the sponsors who made this amazing event a 
reality and allow us to continue to grow. Make sure 
to join us next year for the 50th anniversary in 2020! 

OUT & ABOUT
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OUT & ABOUT

LAAIA CONVENTION AT THE DIPLOMAT
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LAAIA CONVENTION AT THE DIPLOMAT

OUT & ABOUT
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OUT & ABOUT

LAAIA CONVENTION AT THE DIPLOMAT
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OUT & ABOUT

LAAIA CONVENTION AT THE DIPLOMAT
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CHARITY 
CORNER
Broward LAAIA was proud to present a check to our 
charity of choice LifeNet4Families!
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BROWARD HIGHLIGHTS
 The Broward Chapter started off their Diamond year by installing the new 2019-2020 Board of Directors as well as recognized 
those individuals who have served as officers and directors for the past year.They leave our chapter in excellent shape and 
ready to achieve new heights in the years ahead. For those members being installed, it is a visible demonstration of their 
commitment and dedication to this organization. It takes a very talented and committed person to balance these responsibilities 
with a personal life and a professional life. 
 Congratulations to both Mariella Gonzalez of Florida Peninsula / Edison as recipient of the Humanitarian of the year award 
and to Keri Rayborn Silver of Rayborn Consultants for receiving the Lifetime Achievement award. Careful consideration went 
into the selection process with both ladies being  truly deserving of these awards.
 We appreciate everyone who came out to show their support and encouragement. A special thank you to our company 
sponsors for their continued generosity and loyalty to the association. Our members and sponsors are the backbone of this 
association that allow us to bring you these great events.The board has planned some exciting things in celebration of our 
10th year as a chapter of the LAAIA and we hope to see you there!

SPONSORS OF THE EVENING

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD WENT TO KERI RAYBORN SILVER OF 
RAYBORN CONSULTANTS

ALL OF THE PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE BLAAIA AND CURRENT LAAIA 
PRESIDENT MARIA FISK AND IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT JERIMIAH PEREZ

HUMANITARIAN AWARD GIVEN TO MARIELLA GONZALEZ OF FLORIDA 
PENINSULA / EDISON
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CLICK TO READ...

AGENT OF CHANGE

GEN Z IN THE WORKPLACE—SAFE
SPACES AND SUPPORT PUPPIES?

SOURCE: the Demotech Difference, Summer, 2019 | Reprinted with sincere thanks.
by Tom Harvey

http://www.demotech.com/pdfs/demotech_difference/flexpaper/2019_Summer/index.html#page=20
http://www.demotech.com/pdfs/demotech_difference/flexpaper/2019_Summer/index.html#page=20
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Marketing automation software 
for insurance agents and brokers

Learn more at  agencyrevolution.com

JOIN THE REVOLUTION
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Rating as of (September 19, 2018).  A.M. Best’s Ratings are under continuous review and subject to change and/or affirmation. For the latest Best’s Ratings and Best’s 
Company Reports (which include Best’s Ratings), visit the A.M. Best website at www.ambest.com. The rating represents the overall financial status of the individual member 
companies of Zurich in North America, including Zurich American Insurance Company, and is not a recommendation of the specific policy provisions, rates or practices 
of each issuing insurance company. Wright National Flood Insurance Services, LLC is not a subsidiary or affiliate of Zurich and use of its services is independent of, but 
coordinated with, Zurich’s products or services. This is intended as a general description of certain types of insurance and services available to qualified customers through 
the companies of Zurich in North America, and is provided solely for informational purposes.  Your policy is the contract that specifically and fully describes your coverage, 
terms and conditions. The description of the policy provisions gives a broad overview of coverages and does not revise or amend the policy. Coverages and rates are 
subject to individual insured meeting our underwriting qualifications and product availability in applicable states. ©2019 Wright National Flood Insurance Services, LLC., in 
all states excluding California (d/b/a Wright Flood Insurance Services, LLC. License 0D26879) and New York (Wright National Flood Insurance Services of New York, LLC.).

Wright’s Newest Private Flood Product Features:

• No Waiting Period
• No Elevation Certificate
• Higher Dwelling Limits
• Single Deductible
• Replacement Cost on both Dwelling and Personal 

Property

• Building Ordinance, Optional Loss of Use and Other 
Structures Coverage

• New! Optional Resiliency Coverage (Re-building with 
Flood-resistive Materials)

To gain access and quote this new product, go to WrightFlood.
com. Call your RSM or Flood Marketing at 866-373-5663.

*Approximately 85% of all U.S. properties do not have flood insurance 
protection. Source: 2018 Pulse Survey, Insurance Information Institute

AM BEST A+ XV ADMITTED FLOOD SOLUTION 
LAUNCHED TO CLOSE THE COVERAGE GAP*

Wright National Flood Insurance Services and Zurich American Insurance Company have teamed up to 
bring unmatched security and stability to The Flood Insurance Marketplace. The result of this partnership is  
a residential flood product that is easy to use, flexible, and provides multiple coverage options.  
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• Platinum package normally $49/mo for only $10/month! (Waived for the first 90 days!)
• Setup Fee: Waived!
• Term Contract: Waived!
• Customized Payment Link Page: FREE
• Next day funding into your Trust account

LAAIA Member Discount!          
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NATIONAL
New Horizons Insurance Inc.
SafeCity Insurance Inc.
Empire Underwriters, LLC
MarshBerry

 

 
LAAIAWelcomes 
Our Newest Members!

NEW 
MEMBERS


